Massena is Driven Out of Portugal      [i8n
miserable man was not right in his senses, having formerly been insane.
He therefore sent him a prisoner to England, with a recommendation
that he might be permitted to resign his commission without any further
inquiry ... in order to spare his friends the pain of his conduct becom-
ing public. This unfortunate man [continues Napier] was not a person
whose family was of any note or even known in the remotest way to
Lord Wellington, so that his merciful and delicate conduct towards
him was from pure good feeling and a reluctance to do a harsh thing
when he could by any justifiable means avoid it.1
The first check to the Allies progress came on March i6th,
when Lord Wellington was forced to halt for supplies, owing
to the Portuguese Government having failed to feed their
troops.
I was obliged [he wrote Lord Liverpool] either to direct the British
Commissary General to supply the Portuguese troops, or to see them
perish for want; and the consequence is, that the supplies intended for
the British troops are exhausted, and we must halt till more come up,
which I hope will be this day.2
The check was fortunately but a short one, and soon the
hounds were in full cry again, and by April 3rd had hunted
their fox across the Coa, and fought and beat him at Sabugal,
after which he turned in the direction of Spain and by April
5th had crossed the frontier.
Portugal, with 'the exception of the garrison at Almeida,
was now freed from the invader. It had taken but a month
from the time Massena broke up before the Lines, to drive
him out of the country. Lord Wellington's faith and
optimism were fully justified, and the croakers of his army
left with nothing upon which to whet their teeth*
Nevertheless [says Sherer], those public men and public prints at
home, whose patriotic care it was to disparage the exploits of Wellington,
and to exalt the generalship of the French, described the retreat of
Massena as " a mere change of position from the Z^ere to the Agueda . * /* e
But this, of course, was only Opposition bluff, and diet
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